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Bronze Medals won at the 7th Para Games 

Collector Zhuang 
Shao Ping, a senior 
alumnus 

Eugene’s table 
tennis coach Chia 
Chong Boon 

Eugene with 
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Soh Yi Da 

	  

OVERCOMING ALL ODDS 	  
	  
By Soh Yi Da 

– The Story Of Eugene Soh Yew Lin 
	  

ugene Soh Yew Lin was an 
alumnus of The Chinese High 
School (now Hwa Chong Insti- 

tution) from 1977 to 1981. Eugene’s 
story is one of courage, resilience and 
fortitude in overcoming life’s odds. A 
story which truly epitomizes the Hwa 
Chong spirit of Zi Qiang Bu Xi. 

	  

The Darkest Days 
When recounting his time in Chi- 

nese High, Eugene termed them the 
‘darkest days’ of his life. A growth in 
his spine had left Eugene with difficulty 
walking. He took a year off for surgery 
and recuperation and ended up having 
to walk with clutches. In the end, after 
subsequent surgery, Eugene was left 
wheelchair-bound. Nevertheless, in his 
darkest days, Eugene was extremely 
grateful to the school for making 
special arrangements for classes and 
thankful to his friends who tirelessly 
helped him move around the school. 

	  

An Accomplished Artist 
Although Eugene had mobil- 

ity challenges, Eugene continued to 
pursue his passion for painting which 
he picked up in primary school. As an 
active member of the Arts Society in 
Chinese High, he recalled spending 
Saturdays indulging in painting at 

the old Kuo Chuan Building. Art had 
since become a therapeutic outlet 
for Eugene to express his feelings. 
Over the years, Eugene specialized 
in landscape and seascape paintings 
as part of his leisurely pursuits which 
evolved into award-winning endeav- 
ours. Recently, he donated two of his 
award-winning paintings for sale at 
the Hua Ling Art Exhibition held at the 
Singapore Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce in January 2014 to help raise 
funds for the Hwa Chong International 
School Building Expansion Project. 
	  

A Successful Sportsman 
Despite being wheelchair-bound, 

Eugene picked up competitive Ta- 
ble Tennis in September 2010 from 
scratch. He trains diligently three times 
a week for three hours each. With 
dedication and fortitude, Eugene’s 
hard work paid off. In the recent 7th 
ASEAN Paralympics Games in Nay 
Pyi Taw, Myanmar, Eugene clinched 
two Bronze medals – one in the indi- 
vidual Table Tennis event and another 
in the team event with teammate Wil- 
liam Tan. 
	  

Zi Qiang Bu Xi 
Emerg i ng  f ro m  th e  da rkest  

days of his life, Eugene’s dedication 

and positive 
o u t l o o k o n 
l i f e  event u - 
al ly shaped 
h i m  i n t o  a 
s u c c e s s f u l 
s p o r t s m a n 
and  an  ac - 
compl ished 
artist. Eugene 
attributed his 
life success- 
es  to  the  Zi  
Qiang Bu Xi spirit that was inculcated 
in him during his days in Chinese High. 
Eugene’s tough resilience and the 
spirit of never giving up in the darkest 
times prove to be an inspiration for our 
Hwa Chong family. We congratulate 
Eugene on his great achievements 
and we are proud to have Eugene as 
our Hwa Chong alumnus. 
	  

Inspire • Perspire • Aspire 
When asked what advice he 

would have for our Hwa Chong fam- 
ily, Eugene shared a quote in his table 
tennis fraternity – “Inspire. Perspire. 
Aspire.” He hope that everyone would 
be inspired by what great people have 
done, perspire as one work towards 
the inspiration and continue to aspire 
to achieve even better. 
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