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My parents sent me for water colour and Chinese painting lessons when I was young. 
However, I didn’t quite appreciate painting then, and so I quit art. It was only two 
years ago that I restarted art after my wife had picked up oil and acrylic painting.  
 
French Impressionist artist Edgar Degas had said, "Everyone has talent at 25. The 
difficulty is to have it at 50.” I was born in the year of Singapore’s independence. Now 
at age 50, I do not think it is too late for me to pick up a new skill. I paint whenever I 
can find free time in between running my businesses and my active community 
commitments. I am happy to contribute my pieces for this SG50 art exhibition 
organised by Ms Chi Pin Lay, herself a late starter in art.  
 

 
Self-portrait: my first oil 
painting done in 2013 

 

 

Colours of the Bay 
(Acrylic and oil on canvas, 102 x 76 cm, 2015) 
 
This piece depicts a celebration scene at our iconic 
Marina Bay. Many national celebrations are now 
held at the Bay.  
 
Most of the buildings in the Bay were built in the 
last 10 years, many of them on land that has been 
reclaimed from the sea. It is a reflection of the rapid 
pace of development in Singapore in our 50 years of 
independence. The bright colours on the Bay each 
night is a constant reminder of the busy and 
bustling global city that Singapore has now become. 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflections of Nature 
(Acrylic on canvas, 76 x 51 cm, 2015) 
 

This piece is a scene of the “Little Guilin (小桂林 )” in 
Bukit Gombak. It is a granite rock sitting within a 
lake. The place was once a granite quarry, where 
granite rocks were blasted to obtain needed 
construction materials as Singapore modernised. It 
was originally intended to be covered up and a road 
built on it. However, the place was turned into a 
pond when the town planners decided that the 
rugged granite outcrops against a backdrop of green 
hills made it a beautiful place. Today, it is part of the 
Bukit Batok Nature Park. In rapidly developing 
Singapore, there is a need to balance development 
with having places of natural beauty. 
 

 


